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I. Call to Order 

6:00 PM Meeting called to order on August 11, 2014 at Town Hall Auditorium, 3265 Creek Rd., 
Youngstown, NY. 

 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Mert Wiepert Town of Porter Supervisor Present  

Thomas Baia Town of Porter Deputy Supervisor Present  

Larry White Town of Porter Councilman Present  

Jeff Baker Town of Porter Councilman Present  

Joe Fleckenstein Town of Porter Councilman Present  

Barb Dubell Town of Porter Town Clerk Present  

Kara Hibbard Town of Porter Deputy Town Clerk Absent  

Scott Hillman Town of Porter Highway Superintendent Present  

Mike Dowd Town of Porter Attorney Present  

Norm Ault Town of Porter Bookkeeper Present  

Susan Driscoll Town of Porter Assessor Present  

Roy Rogers Town of Porter Code Enforcement Officer Late  

II. Reports 

1. Report 2014-160 

 

2015 Hospitalization 

The insurance committee met with Carrie Butler, our Account manager from Bene-Care.  She explained 
some of the changes to health care as a result of Obama Care.  All prescription drugs are now going to a 
50% Third Tier Co-Pay.  We have a $10 - $20 - $35 dollar co-pay now, that’s going to be $4 - $30 and 
50%.  The only insurance company that will insure retirees under 65 on your regular health insurance is 
Independent Health.  We currently have six (6) retirees.  We would have to work out some special deal for 
them if we don’t stick with Independent Health.   
 
All drugs are going to be part of your deductible now depending on the plan we decide to go with. This 
year, only your hospitalization is part of your $3000 deductible.  Next year, the drugs are going to be part 
of your $3000 deductible. 
 
So the committee reviewed the options and broke it down to 2 plans. One is Independent Health Flexfit 
Platinum, the other is Independent Health iDirect Silver.  Changes in benefits, IH Platinum allows $250 
toward the primary care visits.  iDirect Silver doesn’t.  If we decide to get Platinum, there are no cards, no 
deductible, you pay your money and your done. If we stay with card it’s going to be used for drugs and 
everything.   
 
The town board had many questions concerning the cost to the town and for the employees.  The board 
will get together for a special meeting to further discuss the health insurance coverage.  A representative 
from Independent Health will be scheduled to attend the meeting. 
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RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

2. Report 2014-161 

 

L W R P Committee 

Grant Writer Rotella talked about the LWRP.  We need to get a committee formed, appoint a chairman, 
and set a meeting date.  This project officially started June 2014, we have a 24 month period to get it 
done.   As we move forward, it opens up other funding sources for POTL.   
 
Supervisor Wiepert wants the board to get together so that they can understand what the LWRP really is 
and what benefits it can have for the town.   
 

It was suggested that Grant Writer Rotella present this to the Planning Board.  He is going to contact 
George Spira, Chairman of the Planning Board and set up a meeting to get a plan together. 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

3. Report 2014-162 

 

Park Committee - Greenway 

Councilman White waiting for an estimate on what the cost would be for the pavilion.  
 

Supervisor Wiepert asked Highway Superintendent Hillman if he had talked to anyone about the 

Hospice pavilion.  He talked to Maurene Rizzo and was waiting to hear back from the gentleman 

at Glynn Geotechnical in Lockport, who did the design work for them. 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

4. Report 2014-163 

 

Short Environmental Assessment Form 

The Short Environmental Assessment form has to do with Harrison Lane. This needs to 
be reviewed by the board members. There is a section of the assessment form that we 
must establish the Town of Porter as the Lead Agency of the project.  
 
 

A Resolution was made to adopt the Town of Porter as Lead Agency. 
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Motion was made by Councilman Baker and seconded by Councilman White. 
All were in favor, motion was carried. 
 

After the board members review the assessment form, at the September 8th meeting 
they will accept or reject it. 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

5. Report 2014-164 

 

Town Board Discussion 

Every year the Town o Porter has made a donation to the Town f Lewiston for their 4
th
 of July fireworks 

celebration.  This year the money was not in the budget.  A question was asked if we get any donations 
from anyone for our fireworks at POTL?  None that anyone can remember. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Baia to send the money for the Lewiston fireworks.  Supervisor 
Wiepert seconded the motion.  The remaining board members Councilman Fleckenstein, Councilman 
Baker and Councilman White all voted no.   
 
The Town Clerk will send a letter to the Town of Lewiston advising them that there will be no donation for 
fireworks this year. 
 
 
There were several residents from Fort Niagara beach in attendance to discuss the continued issue with 
the “No Parking” signs. After several residents spoke the Town Board, it was decided that nothing was 
was going to be resolved at the meeting.  The board will schedule another meeting to further discuss the 
continued problems with parking at Fort Niagara beach. 
 
Councilman Fleckenstein talked about the Local Law that was amended on June 9, 2014, to permit the 
sales and service of farm equipment.   There is no public input and there is no site plan.  Attorney Dowd 
stated that the site plan is required but not the public input.  Councilman Fleckenstein has been 
approached by several people who are saying that they get no say on what is being done and it's going 
on right next to their home.  The attorney said that if there is a site plan then there will be a public hearing.   
 
Attorney Dowd:  We can amend the Local Law saying that any site plan or special permit will be subject to 
a public hearing. 
 
A Public Hearing will be scheduled for September 8, 2014 at 7:00 PM . 
 
Councilman Baia brought up the board decision to not donate the money for Lewiston fireworks, he stated 
that he will pay for the donation out of his salary. 
 
The board made a motion to go into Executive Session. Motion was made by Councilman Fleckenstein 
and seconded by Councilman White. 
 
The Town Board returned from Executive Session and a motion was made by Councilman White and 
seconded by Councilman Fleckenstein to close the Executive Session and adjourn the Work Session. 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM. 
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RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 


