
 Town of Porter 3265 Creek Road 

  Youngstown, NY  14174 

 Town Board Meeting TownofPorter.Net 

 

 ~ Minutes ~ Barb Dubell 

  716-745-3730 
 

Monday, April 13, 2015 7:00 PM Town Hall Auditorium 

Town of Porter Page 1 Printed 4/29/2015 

 

I. Call to Order 

7:00 PM Meeting called to order on April 13, 2015 at Town Hall Auditorium, 3265 Creek Rd., Youngstown, 
NY. 

 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Mert Wiepert Town of Porter Supervisor Present  

Larry White Town of Porter Deputy Supervisor Absent  

Thomas Baia Town of Porter Councilman Present  

Jeff Baker Town of Porter Councilman Present  

Joe Fleckenstein Town of Porter Councilman Present  

Barb Dubell Town of Porter Town Clerk Present  

Kara Hibbard Town of Porter Deputy Town Clerk Present  

Mike Dowd Town of Porter Attorney Present  

Norm Ault Town of Porter Bookkeeper Present  

Scott Hillman Town of Porter Highway Superintendent Absent  

Roy Rogers Town of Porter Code Enforcement Officer Present  

Chris Amico Town of Porter Engineer Present  

Susan Driscoll Town of Porter Assessor Present  

II. Public Comments 

1. Report 2015-74 

 

Public Comments 

Allen Reese, of FLS Solar Company, gave a power point presentation on solar panels to the Town Board.  

There were many questions from the residents and the Town Board to Mr. Reese asking why he chose 

that location, a parcel of property on Lake Road, that is part of the Seaway Trail.  Supervisor Wiepert 

commented that most of the residents were not opposed to the solar panels but opposed the location he 

wants to put them.  There were questions about how to tie into the grid..what town businesses would 

benefit from the power generated, the cost involved and how it would be distributed.  

Who do you sell the power to??  FLS would sell blocks of power to different commercial business, school 

districts or something similar.  The rate is dependent on market conditions, the rate is not defined. 

What benefit is it to the Town of Porter?  They would be paying property taxes on the land but not the 

panels. The property would be purchased not leased. 

Councilman Fleckenstein:  We have approximately 1000 acres that was just zoned in this town that FLS 

hasn’t even looked at.  That’s not the right spot, not there. 

Bill Dean, had questions about the site plan application made at the last Planning Board meeting. 

He asked Roy Rogers, Code Enforcement Officer, if he could have a copy of the site plan 

application.  Mr. Roger had not yet reviewed the application and it was not certified.  Mr. Dean 
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filed a FOIL with Mr. Roger to get the site plan application but that was denied.  Mr. Rogers stated 

that he received a draft that is considered work papers, not valid to the public under FOIL laws. 

He called Attorney Andrews asking if he should release the papers and has not yet received an answer. 

Under the FOIL laws we have 7 days to either reject it or provide him with the information.  Mr. Dean is 

having a legal appeal on Thursday, April 16
th
, and needs this information before they appeal. 

Supervisor Wiepert instructed Mr. Dean to come in the office on Tuesday, April 14
th
, and they would call 

Attorney Andrews to see if it was legal and what they can do. 

 

Mr. Dean submitted a second FOIL to Mr. Rogers that pertains to a pond permit that was issued to Mike 

McCabe, 2384 Lake Road.  He wants the engineering information that pertains to the pond permit 

process. It was intended to be used as a recreational pond and the out flow of the pond is going into the 

ditches that are intended to be used for the roadways.  Councilman Fleckenstein commented that Soil 

and Water does all the ponds and there are overflows on all bodies of water like that. 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

III. Reports/Resolutions 

1. Resolution 2015-45 

 

Minutes Approval 

Resolution to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2015  Work Session and the March 9, 2015 regular 
meeting of the Porter Town Board. 
 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

SECONDER: Jeff Baker, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

2. Resolution 2015-46 

 

Audited Vouchers 

Resolution to approve the audited vouchers as approved by the Porter Town Board. 
 

TOWN OF PORTER 

     
WARRANT:    POST AUDIT - MAR, 2015 3/31/15 
     
FUND  01  27,338.31   
FUND  02  15,149.53   
FUND  04  16,338.00   
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FUND  06  407.19   
FUND  07  1,110.08   
FUND  12  6,600.00   
TOTAL   66,943.11   
     
VOUCHER 'S     20679 THRU       20704  
     
WARRANT:    #4       APRIL , 2015 4/13/15 
     
FUND  01  36,323.60   
FUND  02  61,697.95   
FUND  04  30,460.35   
FUND  06  35,907.27   
FUND  07  6,912.49   
FUND  10  956.12   
FUND  36  750.00   
TOTAL   173,007.78   
     
VOUCHER 'S     20705 THRU    20819  
     
  TOTAL 239,950.89   

 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Baker, Councilman 

SECONDER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

3. Report 2015-59 

 

Town Clerk 

Water:  $21,038.41 

 

Sewer: $  4,014.25 

 

Clerk Fees: $    519.42 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

4. Resolution 2015-47 

 

Acceptance of Supervisor Report 

Resolution to accept the Supervisor's Report for March, 2015. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

SECONDER: Jeff Baker, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

5. Report 2015-60 

 

Supervisor's Report 

Supervisor’s Monthly Report for March, 2015 was distributed to all Town Board 

members. 
 

Resolution to accept the Supervisor’s Monthly Report for March, 2015 

 

February Sales Tax: $87,930.20. This is up $2,572.18 from February 2014. 
 

Resolution authorizing the Supervisor to sign the 2015b Sewer Use Agreement 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

6. Resolution 2015-43 

 

Sewer Use Agreement 

Resolution adopting the 2015 Sewer Use Agreement and authorizing the Supervisor to sign the 
agreement. 
 
Subject to review by Attorney Dowd. 
 
HISTORY: 

03/09/15 Board TABLED 
 Next: 04/13/15 

 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

SECONDER: Jeff Baker, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 
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7. Report 2015-61 

 

Bookkeeper 

Bookkeeper’s   Monthly Report - March, 2015 

 

  
Completed processing all March, 2015 Vouchers & Journal Entries. 
 

Prepared Supervisor’s Monthly Report for March, 2015, and distributed it to the Supervisor & 

Town Board members. 
 

Completed bi-weekly & monthly payrolls. 
 

Completed check registers for all check payments. 
 

Continued working on updating the Town employee manual. 
 

Worked with auditors on year end audit. 
 

Working on new phone system for Town Hall 
 

The Town Hall needs a new server.  The one we have now is Window 2003, which Microsoft 

will stop supporting in July.  Lewiston Computer will upgrade the entire system for $3,595.95. 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

8. Resolution 2015-48 

 

Server Update 

Resolution authorizing Lewiston Computer Services, Inc to update the Towns server in an amount not to 
exceed $3,595.95. 
 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

SECONDER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

9. Report 2015-62 

 

Tax Collector 
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RE:   2015 TOWN/COUNTY COLLECTIONS 

 

Dear Supervisor Wiepert and Town Board Members 

 

As of April 8, 2015 Town Tax Collector’s account has the sum of $529,310.84.   This represents 

all payments and penalties collected to date.  Final remittance to the County Treasurer will be 

made on/or April 10, 2015. 
 

Respectfully yours, 
 

 

Sally A. Hogan, Collector 

Town of Porter 
 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

10. Report 2015-63 

 

Recreation 

FROM:  Recreation Commission 

DATE:    March 29, 2015 

RE:  March 2015 Recreation Report 

 Our Recreation Program at the Youngstown Red Brick School held during the February break went very 

well.  The Village of Youngstown was very cooperative and helpful. 

 We are planning to have a “tech” class for people to get help with using their phones, tablets, etc. 

 The Recreation Department section on the Town’s website is now being maintained by Amy Freiermuth 

(Recreation Commissioner).   She will keep the website current with announcements, dates, events, and 

forms. 

 Tai Chi and Yoga continue to be held at the Cora Gushee Room in the Youngstown Red Brick School. 

 Story Hour continues at both the Youngstown and Ransomville Libraries. 

 The Easter Egg Hunt was a success on Saturday, March 28
th

, in spite of the cold weather. 

 Advertising for the Summer Recreation Supervisors will begin in April.  Resumes will be due May 23
rd

.  

 Our next meeting will be Monday, April 6, 2015 at 7:00pm. 

   

Recreation will be offering free computer classes.  Schedule time in 10-15 minutes allotments, 
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to give everyone a few minutes with a computer person with their own personal devices.  Based 

on the need they will set up some free classes for the community. 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

11. Report 2015-64 

 

Assessor 

Assessor’s report - March 2015 
 
 

 Processed nine February sales 

 Continued processing, valuation and inventory update on building permits for 2015 roll; this action 
begins with telephone calls to each individual homeowner and/or contractor, to ascertain job 
completion or otherwise.  There were 106 building permits issued between 01/01/2014 to date. 

 2 March 2015, closed the process of receiving exemption applications and renewals for 2015 roll. 

 Began the data input process for all exemption applications and renewals on the 2015 roll. 

 Put legal notice in Niagara Gazette, advising of public access to review current assessment inventory 
and valuation data.   

 Attended day long GIS training/information session organized by Niagara County Director. 

 Began the task of preparing RPSV4 software for tentative and final roll. 
 
 
The Board of Assessment Review is in need of another member to keep it to 5 members.  Audience 
member, Andrew Giarrizzo, 2008 Lake Road, has volunteered to be on the Board of Assessment Review. 
The Town Board has approved the appointment.  Mr. Giarrizzo’s term will run from April 13, 2015 until 
September 30, 2018. He is filling the vacancy that occurred when BOA member Dennis Greene passed 
away earlier this year.  
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

12. Report 2015-65 

 

Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer 

MARCH 2015 - BUILDING PERMITS 

 

No.  Date Owner  Type Location  Value  Amt. 
 

006-15 3/10 E. HOGAN ADD 3779 RAN RD  $10,000 $  50 

 

      February Total $10,000 $  50 

      Y.T.D. Totals            $212,000 $ 350 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT:  March 2015 

 

 Building permits issued as per the report 

  

 Periodic progress inspections on ongoing construction projects throughout the Town 

  

 Prepared materials for and attended the Planning Board and prepared materials for and 
 attended Zoning Board of Appeals 

  

 Pursued Zoning code violations and issued the Supervisor ‘Complaints Report’ for the 
 month of March 2015 

  

 Attended Court for several Zoning Code infractions 

  

 Completed Census building reports 

  

 Reviewed Niagara County Hazard Mitigation documents 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

13. Report 2015-66 

 

Justice 

JUSTICE 
FINES 2015 

   01-1000.2610   

       
  GROSS    NET 
  REVENUE  DISTRIBUTION  REVENUE 

       
JANUARY  4,638.50   (2,753.50)  1,885.00  
       
FEBRUARY  5,097.50   (2,752.50)  2,345.00  
       
MARCH      0.00  
       
APRIL      0.00  
       
MAY      0.00  
       
JUNE      0.00  
       
JULY      0.00  
       
AUGUST      0.00  
       
SEPTEMBER      0.00  
       
OCTOBER      0.00  
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NOVEMBER      0.00  
       
DECEMBER      0.00  

       
  9,736.00   (5,506.00)  4,230.00  
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

14. Report 2015-67 

 

Highway 

Department of Public Works 

Monthly Report for March 2015 

Highway Department: 

1. Called out to plow and salt 3 times. 
2. Scheduled Monthly Brush Pickup: Our monthly brush pickup will begin on Monday April 20

th
 for 

Lutts Rd and areas west of Lutts Rd. Tuesday April 21
st
 we will pickup in the area east of Lutts Rd. 

The regular monthly pickup will begin on Monday May 4
th
. The schedule will be posted on the town 

website and in the Sentinel. 
3. We are working on cold patching pot holes. The new Hot Patch machine has been delivered to the 

town of Royalton. The vendor will be training employees from Royalton, Wilson and Porter prior to 
putting the machine in service. 

4. We will begin work on Harrison Lane once the weather permits. Residents will be notified once a 
construction schedule has been established. 

 

Drainage Department: 

1. We have had several requests for drainage improvements; these have been forwarded to 
Councilman Fleckenstein for consideration. 

 

Water and Sewer Department: 

1. Completed the monthly meter reading. 
2. Completed repairs to a leaking fire hydrant on Porter Center Rd. 
3. Completed repairs to a water main leak on Cain Rd. 

 

CHIPS Update: 

    The State 2015-2016 Budget has been passed. I have been advised that our CHIPS funding will be 

$60850.00 the same amount as last year. We will also receive $8585.73 in Extreme Winter Recovery 

Funding for a total of $69436.29 in total State Funding. 

New Tandem Axle Truck: 
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   The dealer has advised me that the production date for the new chassis is scheduled for mid April. He 

anticipates the delivery to the body installer around mid May. A trade-in allowance of $18000.00 has been 

made for the 2001 International; I would like board to declare this unit as surplus and authorize me deliver 

the trade to the dealer. 

Fuel Accountability System: 

   I would like board authorization to advertise for quotes on a new fuel accountability system for the fuel 

pumps at the highway garage. This item was included in this year’s budget. 

WNYWWC Training Seminar: 

 I would like authorization to send 7 employees to the seminar in Newfane on May 6
th
. The cost will be 

$105.00 which includes the seminar and lunch. 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

15. Resolution 2015-49 

 

Surplus Equipment 

Resolution to declare the 2001 International truck as surplus equipment.  The truck will be delivered to the 
dealer for an $18,000.00 trade-in. 
 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

SECONDER: Joe Fleckenstein, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

16. Resolution 2015-50 

 

Fuel Accountability System 

Resolution authorizing Highway Superintendent Scott Hillman to go out for bids on a fuel accountability 
system for the fuel pumps at the Highway Garage. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

SECONDER: Mert Wiepert, Supervisor 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

17. Resolution 2015-51 

 

WNYWWC  Training 

Resolution authorizing seven employees to attend the training at a cost of $15.00 per man in Newfane on 
May 6th. 
 
 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Thomas Baia, Councilman 

SECONDER: Jeff Baker, Councilman 

AYES: Mert Wiepert, Thomas Baia, Jeff Baker, Joe Fleckenstein 

ABSENT: Larry White 

 

 

18. Report 2015-68 

 

Engineer 

Engineering Report 
April 2015 

 
General Engineering Support 
 

 Drainage Easement mapping project (Kipo and surrounding area).  Initial site visit completed, 
final topo survey and mapping completed, easements submitted. 
 

 Records Room HVAC grant - Provided a performance based scope of work for the Town to solicit 
contractor quotes. 
 

 Attended planning board meeting on April 9. 
 
Harrison Lane - Private to Public Roadway Dedication 

 Construction activities underway.  

 CRA to provide survey stake-out support services as needed (spring-
2015). 

Engineering Support (future) 

Water Tank rehabilitation: (March 2013) CRA developed a budgetary cost estimate to replace the 
existing water tanks (Ransomville, Balmer) with a single tank at the Balmer Road site. Aquastore 
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prepared an updated cost estimate on May 02, 2014. 
 

NEXT STEPS:   
a) Meet with the Health Department to review goals;  
b) Complete limited hydraulic study and prepare Engineering Report for NCHD;  
c) Prepare preliminary design 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

19. Report 2015-69 

 

Attorney 

none 

 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

20. Report 2015-70 

 

Grant Writer 

Grants Status Report: Projects we are currently working on:    

 NYS Archives: Working on a new application for an ECMS system for the Town’s records. 

The ECMS will manage all of the Town’s digital records and provide a State recommend 

retrieval method while providing required record retention and preservation. Again this grants 

is 100% funded (if awarded) 
 

 LWRP: Our first meeting is scheduled for April 9
th
 at Town hall. The following action items 

will be discussed. Report of this meeting will be made at Monday’s meeting. 

                          The following items need to be setup: 

1. Signup Committee (Confirmed committee members) 

2. Kick off with Renee Parson (with Project manager) 

3. Selection of Consulting Engineer (CRA) 

4. Task Review 

5. Quarterly Reports 

 

 DEC Grants: The recycling truck grant was declined due to the percent t of usage for the 

purposes of recycling throughout the Town. Funds for the recycling program must meet a 

minimum of 50% in order to be funded. Please call me or email me if you have any questions. 
 

 DOT Beacon Project: DOT has recommended that we purchase supplies (concrete, concrete 

sealer etc.) for the area for any remediation around the project site. There is a balance of 

$3,143.65  
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 Upcoming projects: 

o EFC: Water Tower 

o NYS parks (Continuation of the POL) 

 

 

The board discussed whether to proceed with the grant for the improvements to the records room 

when there is a possibility that the records room could be relocated  to make room for a secure area for 

the court.  Currently there is no place to detain prisoners when they come in for court, they are brought 

thru the office to get to the courtroom.  Grant Writer Rotella will ask for an extension on the records 

room grant, and the board will continue to discuss options for court security. 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

21. Report 2015-71 

 

Correspondance 

Niagara Hospice will be holding their second annual Hospice Gran Fondo Charity bike 
ride on May 16th.  They are requesting the use of the parking lot at town hall for a water 
and refreshment stop.  They'll provide a small tent, table and chairs, the volunteers who 
work the station will clean up when it’s over.  More details about the ride are available 
on their website: www.HospiceGranFondo.com. 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 

22. Report 2015-72 

 

Calendar of Events 

Zoning Board Meeting      Thursday, April 16
th
 - 7:30 pm         Porter Town Hall 

 
Town Wide Tire Day      Saturday, April 25 - 8:00 am - 2:00 pm    Youngstown Village Hall   
 
Planning Board Meeting      Thursday, May 7th - 7:00 pm  Porter Town Hall 
 
Town Board Meeting         Monday, May 11th - 7:00 pm  Porter Town Hall 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 
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23. Report 2015-73 

 

Town Board Comments 

The regular meeting of the Porter Town Board was adjourned at 8:19 PM.  Motion to adjourn was made 
by Councilman Baia and seconded by Councilman Baker.  Motion carried. 
 
Barb Dubell 
Town Clerk 
 
 

RESULT: REPORT ISSUED 

 

 


